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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain a high dynamic range characteristic 
and to improve low illuminance S/N by allowing plural 
image sensors to share an overall photoelectric 
conversion range for each characteristic region shared 
by each of the plural sensors. 
CONSTITUTION: Since image data read by a high 
sensitivity sensor CCD1A and a low sensitivity sensor 
CCD1B are outputs of separate sensors, a maximum 
level of the CCD1 A is not coincident with a minimum 
level of the CCD1B and a step difference is produced in 
the outputs. In order to eliminate the step difference and 
to make outputs of both CCDs linear, an offset 
correction value generated by a signal processing 
section 8 is fed to an offset adder section 5A as an 
analog offset voltage signal via a D/A converter 9. The ; - 
adder section 5A adds an offset signal from the D/A 
converter 9 to an output signal from a gain adjustment 
section 4A to provide an output. Gain adjustment - 
sections 4A, 4B and adder sections 5A ( 5B implement . 

adjustment of continuity and dynamic range when two picture signals are linked together 
obtained from the CCDs 1A, 1B. 
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Notice of Reason for Rejection 

Number of Patent Application: JP-A-2000-19569 
Drafting . Date of the Action: September 27, 2002 
Examiner of the Patent Office: HIROKAWA, Hirosi 9471 5v00 
Agent for Applicant: Mr. HATTORI, Masanori ■ ■ . . 

Applied Provisions of the Statute: Clause 3 of Article 17(2) , 

Clause 2 of Article 29, and Article 36 

The present application should be rejected for reason 
under mentioned. In case of any opinions, a response may be 
filed within sixty (60) days from the mailing date of this Action. 

Reasons 

The Amendment submitted April 18, 2001. was. not made in 
the following points within the range of the subject matters 
described in the specification or the drawings originally 
attached to the request of the application, and therefore the 
requirements specified in Clause 3 of Article 17(2) are not 
satisfied. 



Remark 



The description of 11 (a plurality of picture elements) 
readout at different times" in claims 4 to 7 made in saidAmendment 
has not been effected in the specification or the drawings 
originally attached to the request of the application (called 
as "original specification" hereafter) , and those ordinarily 
skilled in the art could not directly and rapidly draw out matters 
from the subject matters in the specification or the drawings 
originally attached to the request of the application (the 
original specification describes addition/ 

standardization of the data of the picture elements in "the 
same line" ([0030] and [0041]), however; it cannot be. recognized 
that the adding/standardizing process of the picture elements 
"read out at diff erent ■ times" arbitrarily as in claims 4 to 
7 (e . g. , the picture elements read out after, one picture scans ) , 
could directly and rapidly draw out matters from the description 
quoted in the above [0030] and [0041]). 

By the way, since it is apparent that the matters described 
in claims 4 to .7. in the amended specification and drawings are 
not effected within the range of the subject matters described 
in the specification or the drawings originally attached to 
the request of the application, any examination has not yet 
been made as to the patent granting requirements of the novelty 
and the inventive step . 



2 • The inventions of the application defined in the following 
claims could be easily made by those ordinarily skilled in the 
art to which the invention pertains prior to the filing of the 
application, on basis of an invention or inventions referred 
to in the under mentioned publication issued in Japan or foreign 
countries before, the filing of the application. . Thus, a patent 
couldnot be effected on the application under Clause 2 of Article 
29 of the Japanese Patent Laws. 

Note (With respect to the cited references, refer to the 
list of the cited references . ) 
Claims 1 to 3 
The cited reference 1 

The cited reference 1 describes an electronically . 
photographing apparatus which has a light source, a plurality 
of mirrors, lenses, and a plurality of line. sensors provided 
per each color of red, green andblue, and composes signal outputs 
in the same picture positions of the respective line sensors. 

3 . This application does not satisfy, in the following points 
of the claims, the requirements of Item 1 of Clause 6 of Article 
36 of the Japanese Patent Laws. 



Note 



The invention in claim 3 is not supported in the detailed 
description of the invention ( it is not clear which part supports 
the description of "a plurality of mirrors reflecting a light 
passing through a manuscript" in the description of "Detailed 
Description of the Invention, inparticular of "Mode for carrying 
.out the Invention") . 

(For submitting amendment (s) together with an argument, the 
argument should clarify a reason for the amendment being proper 
and supporting ground therefor in the original description (s ) 
of the specification or the drawings.) ' ■ 

If a new rejecting reason is found, it shall be notified 
to applicant. 

List of the cited reference 
1. Patent Laid. Open No. 254965/1995 



Record of searching for prior art technical reference 

Searched Field IPC th Edition H04N1/028 

H04N1/04 - 1/207 



Prior Art Technical References 

Patent Laid Open 236201/1993 
Patent Laid Open 284283/1993 

. . This recordof. searching for prior art technical.ref erence 
does not constitute any rejecting reason. 
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